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stray far from the possibilities of nature and one will avoid much that is ridiculous. However, if it is intended to make the portrait of a particular horse, or simply a study from nature, it must not be forgotten that, as in the case of the human figure, the proportions proper to the original will alone give its character and define its type.
It is thus important to take very exactly on the living model the measurements indicated (Fig. 13) and to fix them in the same way as is done in the study of the human figure. As it will be necessary often to refer to them during the progress of the work and to avoid having to retake them each time on the living subject, it is as well to write them right away on the scale of reduction, which is the same for the horse as for the human figure and which is described in the first volume of this work.
On the diagram (Fig. 14) will be seen a pointed line parallel with the profile of the head; the measurement of this line is that which the head should have, in a horse measuring two heads and a half in length from the head of the humerus to the extremity of the croup and in height from the ground to the withers. It is the length of this line which has been used to establish the comparative measurements of this diagram and it is the length recognised as normal. It is the one that is to be used for fixing all other proportions in the horse. But it is admitted that, from the point of view of artistic effect, a head